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MINUTES
Genesee County Soil & Water Conservation District
USDA Batavia Service Center
Regular Board Meeting August 11,2026

                 Present:
                 Dennis Phelps, Chair                                                           Jared Elliott, Senior Field Manager                                                                                                                   
                 Christian Yunker, Vice Chair                                               Laura Bestehorn, District Secretary/Treasurer                                                                                                                 
                 James Kingston, Farm Bureau Rep                                   Tim Welch, Conservation Technician    
                 Brooks Hawley, Legislature                                                      Heath Eisele, NRCS Area District Conservationist                                                                         
[bookmark: _Hlk160774934]                 Robert LaPoint At-Large                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

I. Call to Order
D.Phelps called the meeting to order at 8:00am.

II. Approval of Agenda
            The agenda was approved.

III. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
                                 The minutes from the July 14,2026 meeting was approved.
                         

IV. Open Projects & Staff Reports (Appendix A,B,C,D)
A. J.Elliott reviewed open projects.
J.Elliott asked for approval to reimburse the Town of Alabama 
once the WQIP 21 Salt Storage building foundation is complete, which should  be in August.  
A proposal was made to submit for  and reimbursement the town after the second payment is made pending the availability of funds.
A motion was made to preapprove reimbursement expenses exceeding the required match 
for completion of project the Town of Alabama by C.Yunker,2nd B.Hawley Approved.

  
V. [bookmark: _Hlk187919122]       Financial Reports
           A.   Bank Statements Approval 
    A motion was made to approve bank statements for July 2026
    by R.LaPoint, 2nd J.Kingston Approved.


                         B.  Abstract Approval (Appendix E)
                                           i.    FLLOWPA  Contract  Modification
                                                A motion was made to modify the contract for JT & Son Dairy, LLC
                                                to add $5,570.00 from WQ 35 to increase the total grant funds 
                                                to $63,000.00  by J.Kingston, 2nd R.LaPoint Approved.
                 A motion was made to Abstract 8  by C.Yunker, 2nd B.Hawley Approved.
                 
 
                         C.   Financial Reports, Comments (Appendix F)
 A motion was made to approve financial reports by 
 B.Hawley, 2nd J.Kingston Approved.        


   VI.               Unfinished Business                 
A. Conservation Skills Workshop Registration
J.Elliott reported registration fee was waived. T.Welch and R.Olsen to attend.
A motion to approve training attendance was made by C.Yunker,2nd B.Hawley Approved.
B. NYACD Director Conference
R.LaPoint to attend a portion of the NYACD Director Training at a cost of $75.00
A motion to approve R.LaPoint to attend training was made by C.Yunker,2nd B.Hawley
Approved.

    VII.             New Business                         
A.  Dragline Manure Equipment Program(Appendix G)
J.Elliott provided a presentation on a possible program and funding for a drag line
manure equipment program. 
D.Phelps asked if people were already doing this, could they still participate?
- If expanding or updating equipment for people already doing this process.
 R.LaPoint asked, “how do you prioritize?
-Up to 10 farms can apply- it will be first come first serve.
C.Yunker asked what was the funding source?
-Part C funds will be used for payment. There will be an end date on it to get completed.
 A motion was made to approve moving forward with the program paying up to 10 farms
 with a maximum of $30,000.00 per farm  for a maximum of $300,000.00 
 by R.LaPoint,2nd B.Hawley Approved.

  VII. Reports
A.   NYSSWCC: V.DiGiacomo – V.DiGiacomo unable to attend. Report attached. (Appendix H)
B.   NRCS: H.Eisele- report attached.(Appendix I)
C.     COUNTY LEGISLATURE:   C.Yunker, B.Hawley
   C.Yunker reported the legislature was working on the budget. He mentioned it was a 
   Strong year for sales tax and staffing continues to be worked on for correction officers and 
   other positions. The water project is still on going.
    


  VIII.                      Date of Next Meeting – Tuesday September 08, 2026
                               Meeting Adjourned: Meeting adjourned at 9:00am
                                Recording Secretary: Laura Bestehorn
                                Minutes are not official until approved at the September 08,2026 meeting.
[bookmark: Text8]                                Chair:      	                                     Approved ___     
                                Attachments: Appendix A-I
